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Zoo spared trial on cruelty
charges for hippo’s treatment
A VANCOUVER SUN
EXCLUSIVE

Angry
public
backs
store
City politicians bombarded
with messages about closing

BY NICHOLAS READ
VANCOUVER SUN

The criminal justice branch
of the provincial ministry of
t h e a tto r n ey- ge n e ra l h a s
decided to stay cruelty charges
against the Greater Vancouver
Zoo, arguing that because a
new enclosure has been built
for Hazina, the zoo’s hippo, it
is no longer in the public interest to pursue the charges.
Two counts of cruelty to animals were laid last May after it
was alleged by the B.C. Society
for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Animals that for 19 months
the Aldergrove zoo kept Hazina, a two-year-old hippo, alone
in a dark shed with a pool so
shallow she couldn’t float.
The SPCA further alleged
that the only stimulation provided to Hazina during her
confinement in the wooden
shed were a rubber tire and a
ball, and that she was forced to
stand for months on a concrete
floor.
The charges under the B.C.
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act were believed to have
been the first laid against a
major Canadian zoo, and carried a maximum penalty of
$2,000 and/or six months in
jail.
But Stan Lowe, communications counsel for the criminal
justice branch, said when the
zoo completed construction of
a new hippo enclosure last
June, it was in full compliance
with B.C. SPCA requirements
and therefore should no longer
be prosecuted.
“We reviewed the matter
and we determined it was no
longer in the public interest to
continue this prosecution, given that it achieved compliance
and there was a very low risk
of re-offence,” Lowe said.
Marcie Moriarty, general
manager of cruelty investigations for the B.C. SPCA and
one of the lead investigators
on the case, said the society
was bitterly disappointed by
the Crown’s decision.
She said the fact that the zoo
finally complied with SPCA
directives last June doesn’t
negate the fact that Hazina
was kept in substandard conditions for 19 months prior to
the new shelter’s construction.

BY FRANCES BULA
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VANCOUVER I Cheapskates’ fate
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THEN:

The B.C. SPCA took these pictures of Hazina in her dark, wooden shed at the Greater Vancouver Zoo, during
its investigation into how the zoo was treating the female hippopotamus. Her pool was too shallow then for her to float in.
“This gives the message that
Hippos’ history at
as long as the person stops
causing distress to an animal,
the Aldergrove zoo
they don’t face any repercussions for their actions,” Moriarty said. “It means that the
■ The Greater Vancouver Zoo
zoo could, say, get a baby elewas charged with two counts of
phant now, and keep it in subcruelty to animals in May 2006
standard conditions for a year
for keeping Hazina, a female hipor more. But as long as they
po, in dark wooden shed with a
have something in place in a
pool too shallow for her to float
year or two, they’d be okay.
in.
“We fully and still believe
■ The charges, which were
that an offence took place
stayed Tuesday, were believed to
when the zoo permitted Hazibe the first laid against a major
na to grow up in substandard
Canadian zoo.
conditions.”
Vancouver Humane Society
■ In 2004, the zoo was stripped
spokesman Peter Fricker, who
of its accreditation by the Canaalerted the SPCA to Hazina’s
dian Association of Zoos and
treatment in the first place,
Aquariums for its treatment of
agreed.
hippos acquired before Hazina.
“Anyone who saw the televi■ In 1983, two hippos died when
sion images of Hazina’s
they crashed through the ice of
abysmal circumstances and
their pool. Two more, named
who followed the long history
Gertrude and Harvey, died in
of her solitary confinement
PETER BATTISTONI/VANCOUVER SUN FILES
2004 and 2005 respectively,
must wonder just how bad a
Hazina the hippo moved into a new enclosure
Gertrude of kidney failure and
Harvey of intestinal problems.
last June that is in full compliance with SPCA requirements.
See PROVINCE URGED B4

NOW:

has become a hot potato for Vancouver politicians, who are being
bombarded with messages from
people angry that the popular
sports equipment consignment
business may close because the
owner says bylaws are too onerous.
But councillors are also reluctant to move too quickly to
change the bylaw, which was
amended last November in a
move supported by dozens of
other residents, including Block
Watch captains who want more
ways to stem the tide of local
property crime.
In the meantime, Cheapskates
owner Barry Gilpin is facing two
charges of violating the bylaw for
two incidents in which bicycles
were sold before they went
through the required 35-day waiting period.
Gilpin says those charges,
along with council’s recent move
to allow bylaw officers to ticket
people more easily, are even
more reason for him to close his
store.
“They could come in here
every day and ticket me for whatever, a pair of hockey pants that
I hadn’t held for five days. I’d be
bankrupt in five seconds.”
Gilpin said neither of the bicycles was stolen. He is only being
charged with not having kept
them the 35-day waiting period
required by the bylaw, a fact
police have confirmed.
The 35-day requirement was
actually put in place in 2002.
Gilpin has objected numerous
times to the increasing regulation
of second-hand goods, saying his
system of operating, in which he
does not give out cash and only
mails cheques to sellers after
their item has sold, is a safeguard
against crime. He has complied
with some of the requirements.
As a result, police have recovered
a handful of stolen bikes from his
store over the years, he said.
T h e b y l aw wa s a m e n d e d
recently to require second-hand
store owners dealing in certain
goods — not clothing, records,
k n i c k- k n a c k s o r b o o k s , f o r
See TEACHER LIKES B4

Malik ordered to pay
up or lose building
BY KIM BOLAN

Financial woes

We’ll flatter your pants off, poll shows
80% of people surveyed here admit to kissing up to get someone into bed, the highest rate in Canada
BY DENISE RYAN
VANCOUVER SUN

VANCOUVER SUN

■ Ripudaman

VANCOUVER I A Vancouver busi- Singh Malik

nessman acquitted in the Air
India bombing must pay up or
face losing the Yaletown building
that houses his clothing company.
Ripudaman Singh Malik and
his wife were ordered in B.C.
Supreme Court Tuesday to pay
more than $600,000 to HSBC on
outstanding mortgages for the
property within six months or
there will be a forced sale of the
building.
HSBC began foreclosure proceedings on the building at 1030
Hamilton in November.
According to Tuesday’s order,
the Maliks owe HSBC $322,818.05

has had financial troubles
since March
2005.
■ His Yaletown building
has been the
subject of
foreclosure.
■ Action has
been filed against his Shaughnessy
mansion, at 6475 Marguerite St.
on a second mortgage, plus
$295,632.53 for a third mortgage.
See MALIK OWNS B4

BRITISH COLUMBIA I Polishing the
apple, sweet-talking, kissing up
— call it what you want — 80
per cent of B.C. respondents to
an international survey admit
they use flattery to get prospective partners into bed.
That’s the highest rate in the
country according to the 2007
Harlequin Romance Report.
But don’t rush to judgment —
Vancouver dating and relationship expert Rosalyn Dietsz of
Compatible Introductions asks:
“What else would you do? I see it
as a positive.”
And America’s Dating Coach
Patti Feinstein said in an interview from Chicago that our use
of flattery may even be a sign of

Canadians talk about sex
■ Almost 50 per cent of Canadian
respondents to the survey have
sent a sexually explicit e-mail, text
message or instant message.
■ Approximately one in three men
has had a “cyber affair” with someone online.
■ Nearly three-quarters of all men
and women would forgive their significant other if they flirted with
someone else, but men are more
than twice as likely as women to
forgive their partner for having sex
with someone else (20 per cent

social and cultural advancement.
“Someone who has social skills
knows how to give a compliment.
People who are lacking in social

men, nine per cent women).
■ Four of five Maritime respondents have posted a profile on an
online dating service.
■ Forty per cent of men and
women from Saskatchewan and
Manitoba admit they have engaged
in cyber sex.
■ One in five Alberta men would
forgive their partner for having sex
with someone else while Ontarians
are four times less likely to forgive.
Source: 2007 Harlequin Romance Report

skills don’t do it. An honest compliment is personal, it’s not a line,
and it works.”
Kudos to us, then.

Vancouver matchmaker Jane
Carsters says even when it comes
to getting started on the path to
love and serious relationships,
“clients that are serious about
finding a partner may use flattery
to get to the next date.” Carsters
says s h e c a n m a tc h c l i e n t s
according to their own criteria —
religion, education, height, looks
— “but if there is no chemistry, it
doesn’t work. Everyone loves to
be flattered and feel attractive.”
Ethically, UBC assistant profe s s o r o f p h i l o s o p hy S c o t t
Anderson says the sincerity of
the compliment is something to
consider. If it is sincere, “to compliment someone you want to go
to bed with seems entirely reasonable.
See WATCH OUT B4
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Malik owns a mansion
From B1

They have until June 23 to
repay the money with interest.
Malik has run into financial
troubles since his March 2005
acquittal in the deaths of 331 people in two terrorist bombings on
June 23, 1985.
Not only has his Yaletown
building been the subject of foreclosure proceedings, but a separate action has been filed against
Malik’s Shaughnessy mansion at
6475 Marguerite St.
If a court-ordered sale of the
Yaletown property goes ahead,
the B.C. government, which also
holds a mortgage on the land,
would be in a position to collect
at least part of the $6.4 million
M a l i k b o r rowe d to pay h i s
lawyers in the Air India bombing
case.
The Yaletown building was
recently assessed at $5.44 million,
according to records from the
B.C. Assessment Authority.
Attorney-General Wally Oppal
said Tuesday he was aware of the
court proceedings involving
HSBC, Malik and the building.

CASHING IN
ON THE
NEW YEAR.

“If they eventually get an order
for sale after the six-month
redemption period, we would
then stand to gain as well
because we would have to be
paid depending on what the sale
price would be,” Oppal said.
“The fact that somebody has an
order at this stage and there’s a
six-month redemption period,
puts the government in a good
position.”
The government also sought
security for Malik’s legal aid loan
in the form of shares in Malik’s
Khalsa Development company.
Just last month, The Vancouver
Sun revealed that a number of
Malik family members, who continue to live together in the
Shaughnessy house, had been
purchasing millions of dollars of
property in Surrey around the
site of the new Khalsa school.
Malik and his two elder sons
— Jaspreet and Hardeep — are
all directors of the charitable Satnam Education Society which is
building the school and which
gets about $5 million a year from
the B.C. government to run two
existing schools — one in Surrey

Teacher likes shop
From B1

example — to register not just
the seller’s name, address and ID
proof, but also their race, eye
colour, height and weight.
Gilpin, who has operated
Cheapskates for 19 years at three
west-side locations, has received
an outpouring of support from
Vancouver residents.
Retired teacher Joy Panter,
who usually reserves her writing
efforts for Amnesty International, wrote this week that Cheapskates has allowed many charities, including her Amnesty
chapter, to raise funds by selling
donated items, as well as providing families with a source of
inexpensive sports equipment.
As well, she said, the business
provides an invaluable environmental service, recycling what
might otherwise end up in a
landfill.
Panter noted that Gilpin’s system — asking for a name,
address, phone number and
identification, with no cash ever

Feeling the pressure to find a few extra dollars as your
post-Christmas bills begin filtering in? Vancouver Sun
reporter Gillian Shaw will help you get through the crunch,
offering smart suggestions on how to earn or save $1,000,
$5,000 or $10,000 this year.
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Watch out
for smooth
talkers
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You can now listen to every Vancouver Sun
story on our new digital edition.
Free to full-week print subscribers
or register for a seven-day free trial.
www.vancouversun.com/digital.

zoo animal’s conditions must be before they’re considered cruel
under the law,” Fricker said. “No one should be allowed to treat an
animal like that. The B.C. government must step in and provide legal
and regulatory protection for captive exotic animals.”
It was largely as a result of the humane society’s criticism of the
zoo’s treatment of two of its previous hippos that the zoo was
stripped of its accreditation by the Canadian Association of Zoos
and Aquariums in April 2004, six months before Hazina’s arrival. As
of Tuesday the CAZA website continued to exclude the zoo from its
list of accredited institutions in B.C.
But Lowe said: “You need to consider the
larger picture. The public interest isn’t only the
interest of the SPCA; it’s the interest of the public at large. And we determined it was no
longer in the public interest to pursue this.”
Greater Vancouver Zoo director of animal
care Jamie Dorgan did not reply to messages
left for him by The Vancouver Sun on Tuesday.

fbula@png.canwest.com
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“It’s entirely different to say
something that is false, intimidating or insincere; it’s just not
good behaviour.”
Feinstein agrees with Carsters
that it’s not unusual or sinister to
use flattery to help move the relationship up the ladder “to get to
the second date, get into the relationship, get into the marriage,”
but she advises people to follow
their instincts when it comes to
romantic smooth talkers.
“Watch out for someone who is
too smooth, too cocky, too confident.”
The Harlequin report also said
that across the board more than
half of male respondents (55 per
cent) used the three magic words
— “I love you” — to get someone
they were dating into bed, while
only 41 per cent of women would
do so. Seventy-one per cent of
women have tried to lure a man
to the boudoir by direct and indirect methods such cooking a
good meal, buying lingerie or sex
toys for their object of interest.
According to the survey, Canadian men and women agree that
“it’s cool to be romantic” (87 per
cent), but 86 per cent of us
believe that men and women
have “different ideas” of what,
exactly, being romantic means.
What they all want, across the
board is a romance that is “genuine, comfortable and often
unconventional.”
Dating coach Feinstein says the
bottom line in any romance or
successful relationship is love.
“ I ’ m s e e i n g p e o p l e ge tt i n g
divorced right now who say
they’re going to have it spelled
out in their next pre-nup —
‘You’re going to love me.’ ”

Province urged to intervene

Friday, Jan. 26 only in

The Fraser -

given and cheques mailed to customers at a later date — “is a system unlikely to appeal to a thief.”
Coun. Suzanne Anton said she
has received at least 100 e-mails
like that.
But Anton, who is with the
Non-Partisan Association, and
her political counterparts at
Vision Vancouver, say that while
they want to find a way to allow
Cheapskates to keep operating,
they are unwilling to overturn
the bylaw at this point.
Co u n . G e o rge C h ow sa i d
councillors are all working with
staff and police to see what other options might be available.
Block Watch captains across
the city say they support the
bylaw, despite the impact on
Cheapskates, and don’t want it
changed.
“I still don’t understand why
they won’t comply. What’s the
problem?” said Mary Keary, a
Block Watch captain from Killarney in southeast Vancouver.

and the other in Vancouver.
The society won approval
from Surrey city council last May
for a rezoning application to
build a second Surrey school at
12380 Old Yale Rd. for an additional 1,850 students.
Days after the council vote,
members of the Malik family
began buying up houses along
Old Yale Road. A company called
Khalsa Holdings Ltd., of which
Jaspreet Malik and his wife Sundeep Dhaliwal are off icers,
bought the largest chunk of land
near the new site last August for
$1.5 million.
Oppal announced earlier that
his ministry would review the
Malik property transactions
uncovered by The Sun.
He said Tuesday that review
continues.
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Step in to the welcoming, hand set ceramic tile foyer, and be dazzled by this 4
bedroom, 2566 sq ft home plus an unfinished basement. The open living great
room plan with high ceilings, has a generous adjoining kitchen and dining area
all on the main floor. Upstairs, a stunning hallway view leads you to the large
master bedroom with a most elegant ensuite. This corner lot home is ideally
located on a quiet inside street.

This limited edition four bedroom single-family home, is approximately 2460 sq
ft plus unfinished lower level for future expansion. The main floor features high
ceilings, wide open great room plan, bright oversized windows, large kitchen with
island and breakfast nook, formal dining room, den or office and laundry room.
Upstairs is a spacious master bedroom and ensuite, three other bedrooms, second
bathroom and more.
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Start the new year off right, be one of the first 12 home buyers at the
Uplands in 2007 and we will help you buy your dream home in one of the
best new communities in the North America. Epic Homes will pay your
first six mortgage payments.
This is not a deferred payment plan, Epic Homes will pay your
mortgage payment (principal and interest) for the first six months. This a
significant cash saving for you!

$524,980

Show homes are open noon to 6pm daily
10717 - 248 Street, in Maple Ridge,
Phone: 604-466-0505
Web Site: www.epichomes.info

*Make no payments until 2008 is based on a completion date in June
2007 or later. Total promotion is equivalent to 6 mortgage payments
(principal and interest) assuming a 25% down payment and a
mortgage rate of 5.2%. Some restrictions apply, subject to mortgage
approval. Ask our sales representative for details and full disclosure
of terms. EO&E.
Epic Homes is a Joint Venture with; No. 236 Seabright Holdings Ltd., Branley M.R. Holdings Ltd., Bristar M.R. Holdings Ltd., Dale M.R. Holdings Ltd. and Maple Ridge Homes Ltd.
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