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Ruth C lavamunt: Professional Cupid,
Bookshelf Scrutinizer, Dichard Romantic

“Everyone goes to a specialist now for everything in their lives. If you want
4 home, you go to a real-estate agent who has all the available listings. We
dating, I have all the available listings. This is what I do: I march peopl
my clients trust me. They pay a thousand dollars for an unlimited memb
that covers chem until chey're happy with their mam.h And I luzfp mare
them until they find that person. -
“I have staff to do everything else at my business, but there are two thin
Istill do myself: all the interviewing and all the matchmaking. [ interview
one in their homes o get an idea of what their goals and interests are. If ¢
son doesn't want me to go to their home, I figure it means that thrc}m cH
married or live in a hovel. In either case, I don't want them. :
“W'hen | ger chere, 1 look around, see what kind of books they have, Wha
of music they listen o, We talk abour religion and race. Are they a smoker
non-smoker? Have they ever been convicted of a criminal violation? Have
ever had an sTD? Are looks important to them?
"l believe that there's someone out there for everyone. Bur pcupke h
do something about it. A guy on a white horse is not going ro come and
on the door and say, 'Here I am!" | once went to interview a woman 2
first thing she said ro me was, "You'll never find anyhody for me' T wasn®
in the house. I had just stepped out of the car and was standing in che dri
when she opened the door and said, ‘Oh, yon'll never find anybody for me
1 thought, "You know, you're right.’ Because you have to be ready.” »
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Ruth Claramunt is the president of Hearts, an introductivn service based in
that matches up clients in lTocations avound the world, including New York, Vi
ver, Ireland, wnd Dominice. Clavamant doein’t knvw the exact number of n
arvanged by Hearts cince the company was founded in 1984, but ihe estimates the i
ber to be “several bundred.”
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